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What we will talk about today

ÅBackground of who we are? And our partnership

ÅEducational Promotional Strategy: Lead My 
Learning

ÅHow & Why it was successful

ÅImportance of relationship

ÅSupported playgroups

ÅInnovative ways to connect

ÅProcess, outcomes & positive impacts on families



A COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIP

Å2015

ÅRespect

ÅListened

ÅTeam 
Meetings

ÅUpdate 
reports

ÅVisits each 
playgroup 
site

ÅValue-add



Barnardos Australia ðSouth Coast

ÅBarnardosAustralia is a leading child protection 
charity, supporting families and children in need.

ÅAt Barnardos, we believe that every child 
deserves a safe and stable home free from abuse 
and neglect, with family members to love and 
care for them for all of their childhood.

ÅAt our South Coast Centre we operate prevention 
and early intervention programs, HIPPY, 
supported playgroups, family support, temporary 
family care, kin care, SUPPS, and the Illawarra 
Family Referral Centre. 



The University of Sydney

ÅProject Title: Getting an early start to aspirations: 
Understanding how to promote educational 
futures in early childhood 

ÅFuture Fellowship Project #: FT1301011332

ÅLead by Professor Valerie Harwood

ÅFunded by the Australian Research Council

ÅSeeks to build knowledge and practices about 
promoting educational futures in early childhood, 
in places impacted by disadvantage (educational)



The Importance of Aboriginal 
Protocols

ÅAboriginal protocols are central to informing and 
guiding our approach in this research project.

ÅWe recognise the importance of learning from 
local Aboriginal Elders and of building 
relationships, establishing respect and 
conducting research in ways that ensure their 
rights to maintain intellectual property

Murray, N. & Harwood, V. (2016). The importance of Aboriginal 
Protocols in promoting educational futures. National Centre for Student 
Equity in Higher Education (NCSEHE), Curtin University 
https://www.ncsehe.edu.au/the-importance-of-aboriginal-protocols-in-
promoting-educational-futures

https://www.ncsehe.edu.au/the-importance-of-aboriginal-protocols-in-promoting-educational-futures


Why?

ÅFor families without experience of higher 
education it can be difficult to know how to 
encourage young children's aspirations for 
educational futures. 

ÅChildren from low socio-economic status (LSES) 
backgrounds are, for a range of reasons, far less 
likely to attend university.



Educational Futures

ÅRefers to the idea that an individualõs future must 
be inclusive of education in allits myriad forms. 

ÅThis is to include not just the formal and officially 
sanctionedsites of education, but also to take in 
the compass of education sites that exist in
numerous ways.



The conundrum of
promoting educational 
futures
ÅResearch by Harwood & Murray (2016) into 

promoting educational futures in early childhood 
reveals how parents from LSES backgrounds who 
have not experienced further education, and 
many of whom left schooling early, strongly value 
the role of schools and education.

ÅAt the same time, these parents describe having 
problematic feelings towards education and 
educational futures. This clearly is not the same 
as not valuing education.

100% Parents & 

Caregivers said

Education is 

important



What do you think about 
Education?

ÅItõs the start of the future I suppose.
(Small regional city, central NSW, GAESTA)

ÅI think it is important 
(GAESTA004)

ÅNo I think itõs incredibly important for ðespecially 
for the early years so up until, I donõt know, a 
certain age that itõs incredibly important so that 
thereõs some form of education.
(Coastal regional city, NSW, GAESTA)



Research Design

GAESTA

Formative 
Studies

Community x2

Early Childhood 
Centres (bus) x4

NSW Public School 
Wellbeing Hub x1

Supported 
Playgroups x11

Longitudinal 
Studies 



Supported Playgroups
ÅBarnardosKids Time Supported Playgroups are an easily 

accessible learning environment for young children, 
providing activities which support transition to preschool 
and school.

ÅFor parents/carers they offer socialisation as well as role-
modelling from workers to support play, attachment, and 
an understanding of early childhood developmental 
stages.

ÅFamilies are further supported with a range of information 
and referral to other relevant services and events.

ÅOur playgroups are either placedðbased in areas of high 
disadvantage or targeted at specific communities such as 
parents with mental health difficulties or substance use.

Å3 playgroups support Aboriginal families.  



Educational Promotion Strategy:
Lead My Learning

ÅSocial Marketing methodology

ÅParents-led campaign 

ÅDeveloped and tested a variety of marketing 
materials and resources

ÅInclusive of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people 
and is an educational promotion strategy 
designed from discussions by parents, caregivers, 
families, including early childhood educators 
across NSW



Segmentation: Parents felt getting 
involved in education is ôPushingõ

Involvement in 
education 

ÅLetting children drive the situation

ÅKids directing when they choose/ want to do something

Employment Focus
ÅBeen brought up with values that a job is more important 

than education

ÅSecuring low skilled employment positions

Educational 
system

ÅDislike educational system

ÅCultural/intergenerational history

ÅItõs school responsibility (norm)

Happiness
over learning

ÅKids need to be kids

ÅWill help encourage in the future only if the child wants 

ÅHappy time is not when you are learning or doing 
homework



Proposition Statement

It describes the act as having greater benefits 
and lower costs/fewer barriers than the existing.

ÅIt is possible to lead your childõs learning: It only 
takes a little time and it can fit in with everyday 
activities. You can encourage your childõs learning 
without having specific knowledge of a topic AND 
it gives a child the happy experiences of valuing 
and enjoying learning. 



Lead My Learning Logo
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ÅLarge feet = supportive 
& nurturing of a child

ÅLittle feet/bright = child 
learning

ÅMultiple colours = 
represent diversity



Integrates leading learning into 

daily life. It is accessible and 

free to include in daily activities. 

Everyone can Lead my Learning 

and contribute to childrenõs 

educational futures for a 

lifetime. 

Enhances parents beliefs and 

attitudes towards education, 

engagement & participation in 

leading their children's learning 

through Sharing and 

Encouraging learning 

strategies.



Sharing and Encouraging 

ÅSharing and Encouraging learning moments helps 
children enjoy learning, to feel strong about 
learning, and importantly, be keen to learn and 
explore learning relationships. 

ÅSharing Learning: Talking about the ôhowõ to 
learn, describing things as you see them, sharing 
information, children watching you learn.

ÅEncouraging Learning: Giving acts of 
encouragement like smiling, thumbs up, positive 
reinforcement, and praise for trying.



You can share learning when your 
doing your everyday activities 


